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Abstract
The goal of a teacher training course I take charge of is to make a speech. Speech-
making is based on thinking. Since it is a result of thinking, writing is included as a main 
activity of teacher training. In trying to help each participant realize “something meaningful”, 
however, we cannot expect the goal to be attained only by listening to a lecture.
In such an effort, e-conferencing is adopted. The participants listen to current news 
topics in English, write down six topics and practice writing on them. Then they choose one 
topic for essay-writing, think about that topic, and write a short essay on it. To improve the 
drafts, dialogue between participants and their instructor begins via e-mail, which is called 
“e-conferencing”. This continues for a month through iterations, with questions, comments, 
and responses passing back and forth until the participants send in their final drafts.
A similar training course has been conducted for seven years, and 2009 marks the 
eighth-year course, which was attended by 16 senior high school teachers. This paper focuses 
on an examination of effects of e-conferencing on teacher writing, and a result of such an 
effort is reported.
Effects of E-conferencing on Teacher Writing
— In preparation for a teacher training course —
Tomoyasu Kimura
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INTRODUCTION
The teacher training course I have taken charge of for the past seven years 
is conducted at Aichi Prefecture Education Center (APEC) and my students are 
senior high school teachers who have experienced teaching at prefectural senior 
high schools for more than 10 years. Since this is a legally-bound program, 
every teacher has to attend the course if he or she has taught for 10 years or 
more.
In this course, there is only one day every summer when I give a lecture 
and have an opportunity to listen to their speeches, but the course could not 
meet in a day the aim of helping the students improve their English through 
public speaking while trying to obtain new insights into teaching English as 
a foreign language. In preparation for the “official” training day, therefore, I 
provide my students with e-conferences on a voluntary basis so that they can 
improve their English through writing.
“E” stands for e-mail, and “conferencing” is an exchange of informa-
tion between students and their instructor. “In e-conferences, students submit 
their written assignments to their instructor electronically”, and the instructor 
“responds to the assignment via e-mail”. “The e-conferencing may continue 
through several iterations, with questions, comments, and responses passing 
back and forth until the student sends in a final draft” (Weissberg, 2009).
E-conferencing is now an essential part of my teacher training course and 
this paper is a result of an attempt to see how e-conferencing works in a course 
aimed at improving teacher writing.
I. RESEARCH QUESTIONS
Since the teacher training course can be one of the few opportunities in 
which my students may improve their English, especially their skills of writ-
ing, my focus is always on how to make my course meaningful so that all of 
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the participants can have an opportunity to review what teaching English as a 
foreign language should be like and learn how to make the most of what each 
participant has in his or her own teaching situation. With these aims in mind, 
I have been in charge of my course for the past seven years and, based on that 
experience, I am trying to examine and analyze what I got from my students in 
the course of 2009 keeping the following research questions in mind:
(1)  how did my students participate in the course, which lasted more than a month?
(2) What changes did I see in the responses, drafts and focuses of the students?
(3) What effects did my e-conferences with my students have on their writing?
II. MATERIAL
I listen to two programs of nhK English news broadcast at 2:00 p.m. and 
6:00 p.m. on the radio every day. I edit various items of news into a book called 
A Chronicle of Contemporary English Words and Phrases in Use, which is put 
on my homepage (→ http://tomoyasudd.com), so I provide my students with the 
first three months of news from January to March in a CD. They are supposed to 
make a speech at the end of the course, and in preparation for that speech, they 
are expected to write on a topic. The first three months of news items consist of 
60 different items, out of which I hope my students will be able to find a topic 
suitable for their speech.
My draft for A Chronicle of Contemporary English Words and Phrases in 
Use (APPENDIX 1) may show my students how I learn English using nhK 
English news. According to Yutaka Saeki (1983), the most effective relation-
ship a teacher can build up with his or her students in trying to make his or her 
teaching successful is one in which both the teacher and the students can learn 
together, trying to deepen their understanding of a cultural event.
I believe in his suggestion. If the teacher always knows the answer to 
every question he is going to give to his or her students, those students will learn 
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about the teacher’s question in the teacher’s way for the sake of the teacher. In 
such a situation, Saeki doubts the teacher and the students can learn in a mean-
ingful way. Instead, Saeki suggests all people involved should study a new thing 
both the teacher and the students must work hard to understand better. As long 
as we use current news topics, we notice every news item is constantly new, 
and we can never stop learning. Through our efforts to learn English through 
domestic and international news, we can share the same learning experiences 
about cultural aspects of different countries.
III. DATA COLLECTION
receiving a CD with 60 different news items recorded, my students listen 
to it (listening), choose six topics which they find interesting, and write those 
six sentences down on the provided sheet (dictation). Then my students go on 
to write on those topics without referring to anything else but the material pro-
vided in the CD (writing practice).
finishing the assignment of writing on six different topics, they are 
expected to go on to write a 100-word essay on one of them. Those who hear 
this number may say that the 100-word essay cannot be called an “essay”, but I 
do as I remember what I was trained to do in a professional teaching magazine 
Modern English Teaching by Kenkyusha: What do you think? That course was 
first conducted by Professor Kiyoaki nakao of Waseda University, then by 
Kyoko oi of Chiba University. All participants in this course were supposed to 
write not more than 100 words on a different topic each month. The topic for 
each month was difficult to write on within a limited number of words, but we 
were trained to choose proper words, make each sentence as cohesive as pos-
sible and make the whole essay a coherent one.
receiving the first draft sent from each individual participant, I try to 
make a comment on the draft as soon as possible, and send it within a few days. 
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My students are expected to receive a different comment each time: first, on the 
content of the essay, second, on the language, and third on the revised essay.
All assignments are sent to the author’s computer, all exchanges of e-mail 
are recorded in it and transferred to a specialized file for this research. To pro-
tect the private information of my students, however, their real names will not 
be mentioned in this paper but Students A, B, C…will be utilized and only the 
drafts of those who have allowed me to use part of their writing are used for 
this paper.
IV. RESEARCH POLICY
Some researchers may set up an experiment in which a group of stu-
dents will be divided into two: one group will receive positive comments by 
e-mail and the other, negative comments, and they will be observed after that 
experiment is conducted for a certain period of time to see what effects differ-
ent comments will make. This kind of experiment will not be adopted for the 
present research, for not a single participant will be allowed to be a guinea pig 
(hino, 2007). Every participant received my positive comments, and “positive 
comments” mean comments made by a person who reads each essay carefully, 
tries to find out problems in it, and makes constructive suggestions for improve-
ment. how does my relationship with my students change, as e-conferencing 
proceeds? Such changes must be reflected on the way my students respond to 
my feedback (comments).
In a study of the effectiveness of teacher feedback on student revision, 
there is a question as to whether a teacher’s feedback is really referred to when 
his or her students try to revise their essays (ferris 2005: 13), but how about 
my students? how much are the instructor’s comments referred to when the 
students try to revise their drafts? To answer this question, changes in the drafts 
will be examined.
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Whether each participant obtained some insights into teaching English 
as a foreign language here in Japan is the last item of my analysis. Most of the 
participants include some responses to my comments and every year after the 
training day is over, a questionnaire is carried out and the results of this inquiry 
is sent to me by email from the education center.
V. RESPONSES PASSING BACK AND FORTH
In the course of 2009, my students were 16 senior high school teachers. 
Table 1 shows when I received the drafts of those students, how soon I sent my 
comments to them, and when I sent my own reformulation to each student.
Table 1 Responding to Senior High Teachers in 2009
DCr = Drafts, Comments and reformulations, P = Participants
r = student’s draft was received, S = K’s comment was Sent, 
K-S = K’s reformulation was Sent.
DCr / P A*◦ B◦ C D**◦ E◦
1 r / S 6/10-6/11 6/18-6/19 6/18-6/20 6/19-6/21 6/20-6/21
2 r / S 7/15-7/17 6/26-6/27 6/24-6/27 6/21-6/22 7/11-7/14
3 r / S 7/17-7/18 7/6-7/8 7/6-7/8 7/6-7/14 7/18-7/18
K-S 7/18 7/8 7/14 7/14 7/18
DCr/ P f◦ g h I J**
1 r / S 6/21-6/21 6/22-6/23 6/22-6/23 6/25-6/27 6/20-6/27
2 r / S 6/27-6/28 7/1-7/9 7/18-7/18 7/20-7/20 6/29-7/8
3 r / S 6/28-6/28 7/15-7/17 7/18-7/19 7/22-7/23 –
K-S 6/28 7/18 7/19 7/23 7/22
DCr / P K◦ L* M**◦ n◦ o*
1 r / S 6/21-6/21 6/26-6/26 6/26-6/26 6/26-6/26 7/2-7/8
2 r / S 6/27-6/28 7/15-7/17 7/13-21 7/6-7/7 7/23-7/23
3 r / S 7/14-7/14 – 7/21-7/22 7/14-7/15 –
K-S 7/14 7/22 7/22 7/15 7/23
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DCr / P P*◦
*  Student A misunderstood my instruction: I wanted her 
to rewrite her draft each time she received my com-
ment, while she thought she should wait until I gave 
her a different comment on the same draft.
1 r / S 7/14-7/14
2 r / S 7/15-7/16
3 r / S 7/17-7/18
K-S 7/18
*  Some students (J, L and o) failed to submit their third drafts for different reasons: J wrote 
a long draft, L was too busy with her work and o thought much after receiving each com-
ment. *Student P was the last to submit his drafts but finished most quickly.
**  Every year I ask my Canadian friend, Ms. Marj Bowyer, to read through all the final drafts 
of the students, reformulate them and choose the best three essays. This year M, D, J were 
selected as those best three.
◦  As of September 30, 2009, nine students of 16 have given me their permission to use their 
short essays in the present research, although I will ask the rest once again if they will 
allow me to use theirs for my research.
now let me start with Student M’s drafts. The choice made by only one 
native speaker of English may not always show the right evaluation of an essay, 
but Ms. Bowyer’s evaluation is based on her careful reading and her attempt 
to understand the writer’s intention through her own reformulation, so I was 
extremely happy to know that she had the same opinion as I did; Student M’s 
essay is the best one, for I took the same procedure: I read his three drafts care-
fully and made my own reformulation.
I was also impressed by the fact that Student M always read my comment, 
thought as much as possible about each comment and began to revise the previ-
ous draft. All his drafts and my comments on them are listed in APPENDIX 2. 
his second draft, for example, took a long time to complete and Student M gave 
me the following reason: スピーチ原稿について改めてオバマ大統領のスピーチ
を読み、自分なりに先生から頂いたコメントについて考えているうちに、煮詰ま
ってきて、改訂版をあげるのに大変時間がかかってしまいました。(I read U.S. 
President Barack obama’s speech once again and thought about Mr. Kimura’s 
first comment. As I thought and thought about it, I got stuck and took a long 
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time to complete my second draft. — translated by me).
This process of his thinking is reflected in his second draft. It is totally 
different from the first one. Without my comment on his English, he him-
self noticed some errors in the first sentence and corrected them; became → 
becomes, phrases → phrase. “Yes, we can.” is still a buzzword in Japan, but it is 
doubtful whether many Japanese understand its real meaning. Student M does, 
and also follows my suggestion that Mr. obama’s message should be applied to 
our situation in Japan. The second paragraph is newly set up after he has done 
some revision of the first one to make it shorter.
Before starting to revise the second draft, Student M gave more thought 
than to the first one. he sent me a long message to express what came to mind. 
In essence, both the second and third drafts are almost the same, but his effort to 
make his third draft look or sound nicer and coherent is different: recognition of 
our old good spirits → regain good old Japanese spirit; have the potential ability 
to conquer these difficulties. → With this faith, we will be able to confront our 
present difficult situation; now is the time for ourselves to change and I believe 
“Yes, we can” → now is the time to take actions with the phrase “Yes, we can”. 
This effort was recognized by another assessor, Ms. Marj Bowyer, who praised 
his essay as follows: the writer didn’t just report on the situation; he made it 
applicable to his own country
There was another student who dealt with U.S. President Barack obama’s 
speech. It was Student D. In her first draft, she only mentioned the facts about 
his election victory, so I asked her to think about the main reason why Mr. 
obama won the support of so many Americans. Concerning her second draft, I 
suggested she should look at some words which were misspelled while I played 
the devil’s advocate to test the strength of her argument. I included in my sec-
ond comment such a doubt as: ‘I think Senator hillary Clinton is also articulate 
and intelligent.’ Student D changed ‘obama is very articulate and intelligent.’ 
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to ‘hillary was very intelligent and articulate. her policies were not so differ-
ent from obama’s basically. however, obama adopted most powerful word, 
“change”, to devastating effect.’
As a result, her final draft was assessed as follows: “good ideas and well 
written”. Below are listed her first and final drafts.
(Draft D-1) I read an article about obama’s rally for the Democratic nomination 3 years 
ago. At that time, his support ratings was far behind hillary’s, but he broke through the racial 
barrior to be a Pesident of the United States. Why? obama is very articulate and intelligent. 
he used the Internet to rally young suporters and made his policies known. he succeeded in 
fundraising through private donations. Unlike hillary and McCain, his words appealed hearts 
and souls due to his morality, a right perspective and calm leadership. I hope obama will col-
laborate with the other countries to restore Americas credibility.
(Draft D-3) I am very glad that Mr. obama has become the President of the United States. 
he not only defeated hillary and McCain, but also overcame prejudice about his race. hillary 
was very intelligent and articulate. her policies were not so different from obama’s basi-
cally.
 however, obama adopted most powerful word,”change”, to devastating effect. 
Americans have deeply craved “change” which will repair their dwindling self-confidence, 
since the war in Iraq and global economic crisis were caused by America. I expect obama, 
who ranscends racism, will unite the nation to tackle many challenges through cooperation 
with other countries. (Underlined by me)
Even the final draft of Student D still has some room for improvement in 
English grammar, but I was glad to see a good development in her idea about 
U.S. President Barack obama.
other students wrote about different topics. Student B dealt with “real 
happiness” in connection with Bhutan. her first and third drafts go as follows:
(Draft B-1) It’s time to think about the limit of economic growth and real happiness. As 
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global economic growth plunges, there will be more unemployed in the world and we must 
take it seriously. on the other side, some people live without reliance on economic growth 
and even suffer the problems caused by advanced nations, such as global warming. In my 
opinion, there must be a limit of economic growth and this depression gives us chances to 
think about real happiness. for example, Bhutan initiated the concept of gross national 
happiness that takes into account both the material and spiritual wealth.
(Draft B-3) This serious financial crisis may give us chances to ask ourselves what happi-
ness really means and make us find another view of wealth. for example, Bhutan initiated 
the concept of gross national happiness that takes into consideration both happiness and 
wealth. gnh ranking in 2006 placed Japan 97th out of 178 countries. Surprisingly, Bhutan 
8th and it was reported that over 90% of the nation felt happy despite their low gDP ranking. 
By relating a sense of happiness to our national “wealth”, we may look at our economy from 
a different perspective and find ourselves happier than we actually are.
What change do we see between these two drafts? The largest part of the 
first draft was used to describe the present state of affairs, while the second draft 
made an effective use of the present situation to lead to the main idea: a good 
opportunity to think about “real happiness.”
Some students list facts and never go beyond that. Student f treated piracy 
off Somalia, but she did not show any relationship between Somali pirates and 
the Japanese government, so I suggested she should go on to think about what 
the Japanese government can do for this African country. her first and third 
drafts go as follows:
(Draft F-1) Although the area where pirates are active is far from Japan, it’s an indispens-
able area to our country. The area around gulf of Aden is the strategic point for international 
trade.
 The news is impressive to me because “pirates” who sound historical characters in a 
movie are causing the latest crucial worldwide problems.
 What is the goal of anti-piracy mission? of course Japan should protect ships from 
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piracy, but for a fundamental solution it’s needed to decrease incentives for young Somali 
men to engage in piracy. The problem lies in the poverty of Somali people and the instability 
of Somalia.
(Draft F-3) Although the gulf of Aden, the area where pirates are active, is far from Japan, 
it’s an indispensable international trade area to our country. It’s part of the important Suez 
Canal shipping route between the Mediterranean Sea and the Indian ocean. The main cause 
of piracy is the poverty and instability of Somalia which has no viable government due to 
the continuous civil war since 1991. Somali men who used to be fishermen tend to engage in 
piracy to earn foreign money.
 for a fundamental solution, Japan, as a member of international society, should help 
Somalia establish a stable government.
What has happened after our exchange of ideas? The final draft is more 
fluent in English than the first one.
Some students deal with things I do not know much about. on such an 
occasion, I learn much from them by asking questions as a learner. Student K 
informed me of dinosaurs. My role was to help her tell me more clearly and 
interestingly about her subject. her first and third drafts go as follows:
(Draft K-1) Ancestors of birds are said to be dinosaurs. Three finger bones of birds’ wings 
are second, third and fourth digits. on the contrary, those of dinosaurs are said to be first, 
second and third digits.
 This time scientists find out new evidence. Limusaurus found in China shows that its 
first and fifth digits are degenerated and its fingers are second, third and fourth digits, which 
are the same as those of birds.
 Dinosaur is still a mysterious figure. Thanks to the scientists, we can imagine how they 
were and we can see some connection between extinct dinosaurs and living animals.
(Draft K-3) Dinosaurs are mysterious to us. What surprises us most is their size. The apato-
saurus is 20 meters long. The tyrannosaurus is 15 meters tall.
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 If dinosaurs were still alive on this planet, human beings would have to live under-
ground, lions would no longer be the king of animals, and elephants would run fast to escape 
from them.
 Do such huge and extinct animals have any connections with living animals? 
Dinosaurs are warm-blooded and raises their children. Their fingers show dinosaurs are the 
ancestors of birds. Dinosaurs are still mysterious, but they get a little closer to us with the 
latest discovery.
The third draft begins and ends in a similar manner: “Dinosaurs are 
mysterious to us.”; “Dinosaurs are still mysterious.” My Canadian friend does 
this more eloquently: “Dinosaurs are steeped in mystery.”; “Dinosaurs are still 
shrouded in mystery.”
Student A, E and n dealt with domestic violence (DV), but differently. As 
has been mentioned, Student A sent me her first draft earliest of all, but did not 
send me her second draft until very late, for she misunderstood my instruction. 
Thanks to the convenience of E-mail, however, she caught up with the other 
participants when she noticed her mistake.
(Draft A-1) There has been a growing number of reports of domestic violence in Japan. DV 
has a long history, deeply rooted in Japanese male-dominated society.
 however, the government’s enlightenment and the DV prevention law enacted in 2001 
have encouraged many abused women to report the case to the authorities. This tendency 
partially accounts for the rise in number.
 Yet more drastic countermeasures should be taken. Unmarried couples and other fam-
ily members are to be targeted in the law.
 Counseling is needed to properly educate both spouses because DV is often repetitive 
among the same couples.
In the first comment, I suggested that Student A should define DV, so she 
did in her second draft as follows:
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(Draft A-2) Domestic violence refers to violence between partners, such as physical assault, 
mental and sexual abuse. The recent survey found that one out of three women suffered from 
DV in Japan.
 DV prevention law enacted in 2001 enables authorities to force the perpeturator away 
from the victim, yet there is plenty room for improvement in this law.
 first it excludes unmarried couples. Second victims tend to hesitate to report the case 
for fear of further violence.
 Be aware that DV is a crime! Social enlightenment and more forcible intervention by 
the municipalities are VITAL!
In the second comment, I pointed out that some words were misspelled, 
and also wondered if she really understood another meaning of “partners” in 
marriage in Britain. She not only tried to correct misspelled words but tried to 
answer the second question I included in my first comment: In which case was 
it most difficult to detect DV?
(Draft A-3) Domestic violence is physical or psychological violence between partners. A 
survey shows one out of three Japanese women experienced it.
 DV prevention law, enacted in 2001, enables authorities to force offenders away from 
victims. however some factors prevent victims from reporting the case.
 first it excludes unmarried couples. Second they fear for further violence. Third they 
often blame themselves and become apathetic.
 DV is a crime that causes serious damage, but historically it was regarded as a personal 
and shameful affair. DV could be solved only by social enlightenment and forcible interven-
tion by authorities, for individual efforts are limited.
A different student deals with the same subject in a different manner. 
Student A claims DV should be regarded as a crime and that it should be 
resolved by the government. Student E thinks counseling is needed and in her 
final draft, this point is more clearly expressed than in the first one.
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(Draft E-1) The survey reveals the fact that the increasing number of women suffer from 
domestic violence. I suspect that the situation could be, however, even worse, as women tend 
to keep what is happening secret. They might not want to take a risk to leave home and to 
live on their own. Some of them are not fully aware of what DS is. I think that it is urgently 
needed to provide shelters where those suffering women can stay safely and where they can 
take time to think what they truly want in their lives.
(Draft E-3) Domestic violence is defined as violence between family members, usually from 
a husband toward his wife. The survey reveals that an increasing number of women suffer 
from it. I suspect that the situation could be even worse, as women tend to keep what is hap-
pening secret. Some do so, in order to avoid a risk of losing a place to live. Some might feel 
a strong shame when facing breaking up the family. It is a great pity that those women put 
their true feelings second. The good, easily accessible counseling service is urgently needed, 
as this would give them courage to face the situation.
Student n has the same opinion as Student E, but she does not use the 
term “counseling” but “ familiar people or specialized agencies”.
(Draft N-1) I think the increase in the number of domestic violence has some relation to 
changes in social values.
 one of the factors is women’s social advancement. It is often said that Domestic vio-
lence is caused by the desire to dominate the partner. I think it is connected to a traditional 
subconscious of male domination.
 Some batterers may feel uneasy about advancement of women. Second, as people 
become more conscious of violence and harassment, women have come to regard their hus-
bands’ unacceptable words and deeds as violence, which they used to endure.
 We should not overlook this violation of human rights.
(Draft N-3) Domestic violence is often said to occur in apparently ordinary families, and is 
difficult for people outside to know the fact. nevertheless, according to a survey, more than 
half of women and about eighty percent of men did not consult with anyone. Many of the 
victims say that it is not worthy of a consultation, and that they also have faults themselves, 
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or that they can continue their married life if only they put up with it.
 To improve the situation, victims should consult with familiar people or specialized 
agencies. Also, people around must lend a hand to them.
Student P was latest in submitting his first draft but finished the whole 
procedure in the quickest way, as shown in Table 1. This was possible because 
of the convenience of E-mail. his drafts go as follows:
(Draft P-1) As a teacher, I worry about child abuse. There are a few students who have been 
suffering from child abuse. They are lack of self-esteem. Because of lack of this feelings, 
some find consolation in bullying their clasmates and others do the same thing in hurting 
themselves. They often come to speak to teachers as if they wanted to be loved. Accroding 
to a book on child abuse, it is hard to find child abuse because children love their parents and 
they don’t want their parents to be acused of their vicious acts. I fact, one of my students said 
that because she loved her mother she was satisfied with her mother’s attitude. I eager to say 
that parents should stop hurting their children and all they should do is to love and hug their 
children.
Student P must have felt he had to do his assignment as quickly as pos-
sible, so he made many spelling mistakes, but I understood what he had really 
wanted to say. I just mentioned that there were three words whose spellings 
should be corrected, and suggested that he think more about the cause of par-
ents’ bulling of their children. In his second draft, he followed my suggestion 
and his idea became clearer than his first draft, which was pleasing to me, 
although he still made many spelling mistakes.
(Draft P-2) As a teacher, I worry about child abuse. Why do some parents abuse their chil-
dren? one reason is that parents also have suffered from child abuse in their childhood. They 
decided not to torture their child when they became parents. But, they gradually get frustrated 
as their child comes to bother them. Because they have been disciplined by parents’ violence 
and curse, they don’t know how to educate a child except their parents’ procedure. This is 
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how they fall into this evel spiral.
 I suppose that they should go to a child-care center to consult about when they find it 
hard to take care of their child. As a child is grown up by being related with many adults and 
children, it is nonsense to think that parents should do all the things to thier child by them-
selves. When they are at a loss for child care, please go to a child-care center and get advises 
from the staff and other parents.
Since I doubted the benefits of a child-care center in my second comment, 
he dropped that part of his essay in the final draft. As a result, his essay became 
shorter, but to the point.
(Draft P-3) A child abuse is one of the most serious domestic problems. Why do some par-
ents abuse their children? one reason is that parents also have suffered from child abuse in 
their childhood. They decided not to torture their child when they became parents. But, they 
gradually get frustrated as their child comes to bother them. They begin to beat and curse 
their child, as their parents have done to them. When they realize this, they’ll blame them-
selves. A child abuse will influence a person even when he or she becomes adult.
This is all I have to take up for the present research, but as shown in 
Tables 1, I always tried to respond to my students as soon as possible, and I 
got favorable responses from almost all of my students. My students’ feedback 
of my course, which was carried out at the end of the course, include such a 
comment as this: 教師が膨大な情報を黒板に書いて、生徒がそれを暗記するだ
けの授業を変える。木村先生の「私たちは言葉の教師であり、生徒がいかに物
事を深く考えるようになるかが大事だ」との話に胸が熱くなり、勇気が出た。	
(I must change the way of teaching in which I wrote a huge amount of infor-
mation on the blackboard and all my students had to do was to memorize it. I 
was impressed by the words of Mr. Kimura, who said, “We must be, first of all, 
teachers of language, and it is important for us to try to help our students think 
as deeply as possible about anything.” — translated by me).
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This comment clearly refers to what I did before the training day — what 
I did for my students through e-conferences.
VI. DISCUSSION: E-MAIL, E-CONFERENCES OR ENTHUSIUSM?
Without e-mail, did I think of this pre-session? Probably not, because it 
would take a much longer time. The more quickly I responded to my students 
with my comments, the sooner they sent me their drafts. That was possible 
thanks to e-mail.
Without e-conferences, could I help my students improve their writing? 
no, because I could not make such a frequent exchange of information. The 
more carefully I read my students’ drafts and made my comments, the more 
faithfully they tried to follow my advice.
But, no matter how useful e-mail is, and however helpful e-conferences 
are, what could I do without my enthusiastic willingness to help my students? 
nothing meaningful. Many students in the course show me good examples. But 
I must also admit my enthusiasm developed further as they responded to me 
more positively.
SUMMARY
E-conferencing is an essential part of my teacher training course, and it 
will continue to be helpful as a preparatory course of the in-service training day, 
as is evidenced by my studies (Kimura 2006 and 2007).
Every year in summer, I go to Aichi Prefecture Education Center to attend 
a one-day teacher training course as one of the instructors, and to make each 
year’s course as meaningful as possible, I would like to continue my efforts to 
find a better way of e-conferencing to help my students improve their writing 
as well as speaking.
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APPENDIX 1
(9) (  /  ) Japan’s Defense Minister Yasukazu hamada has ordered the Maritime 
Self-Defense force to prepare for an anti-piracy mission off the east African country 
of Somalia.
 (January 28)
	 ① defense minister（防衛大臣）
	 ② anti-piracy（海賊を取り締まる）
	 ③ mission = an assignment given to an individual or a group of people
	 （訳）	日本の防衛大臣は、海上自衛隊に東アフリカのソマリア沖で海賊を取り締まる活
動の準備をするように命令を下した。
(17) (  /  ) Barack obama has been sworn in as the 44th president of the United 
States, becoming the nation’s first African-American to take that office.
 (January 21)
	 ① be sworn in as～（～として就任する）
	 ② African-American（アフリカ系アメリカ人）
	 ③ office = functions or activities assigned or required of a person or group
	 （訳）	バラク・オバマ氏が米国の第44代大統領として就任し、米国史上初めてのアフリ
カ系アメリカ人大統領となった。
(49) (  /  ) A Japanese government survey has found that one in three women say 
they have experienced domestic violence by their husbands or partners.
 (March 24)
	 ① government survey（政府の調査）
	 ② domestic violence = DV（家庭内暴力）
	 ③ partner = a person with whom one has sex; a lover, the person with whom one lives
	 （訳）	日本政府のある調査で、3人に1人の割合の女性が夫またはパートナーによる家庭
内暴力を経験していることがわかった。
(59) (  /  ) Dinosaur fossils recently found in China may shed new light on how 
dinosaurs evolved into birds.
 (March 21)
	 ① dinosaur fossil（恐竜の化石）
	 ② shed new light on～（～に新しい光を投げかける）
	 ③ evolve = to develop gradually
	 （訳）	中国で最近見つかった恐竜の化石は、恐竜が鳥に進化した過程に対し、新たな光
を投げかけるかもしれない。
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APPENDIX 2
(Draft M-1) Original Title: “Yes, we can”
“Yes, we can.” now became the best-known English phrases in Japan. This is, of course, 
the phrase of Barack obama, the 44th president of the U.S. he won the presidential election 
2009, which shows people in the U.S. wanted to take action on drastic changes. The U.S. is 
now facing many serious problems like financial breakdown, gun control issues and more. 
In his inaugural address, after recognition of these crises, he repeatedly used that symbolic 
phrase “Yes, we can.” If these magic words encourage the U.S.to make a change, he will 
become a new leader of new America.
(Comment M-1) オバマ大統領の勝利スピーチも、就任演説も中日新聞に少し解説をした関
係で原文を何度も読みました。そこで一つ質問があります。Yes, we can.の日本語訳はどうな
ると思われますか。オバマ氏が登場するまで、アメリカのプライドは傷つき、世界からの信
頼も揺らぎ、特に「アメリカの民主主義はどこへいっちゃったのだ？」という悲観主義が蔓
延していたのです。もうあの建国の祖の掲げた理想はないのか、という問いがなされたとい
う前提で「いいえ、そんなことはありません。今でも生きていますよ。アメリカ人が正しい
考え方を持てば、できないことなんてありません。このような文脈で登場した言葉です。こ
れを生かして下さい。そして、アメリカのみならず、日本人にはどうかという問いかけをし、
その答えを先生からお聞きしたいと思います。今の原稿では平板な内容になっています。ご再
考をお願いします。
(Draft M-2) Revision 1
“Yes, we can” becomes the best-known English phrase in Japan. With this phrase, Barack 
obama insisted that Americans must deal with many serious problems with the spirits of old 
times and encouraged them to unite and remake America.
We Japanese are also facing many problems; some are similar to Americas’, others are 
specific to Japan. What is needed to solve them must be and confidence that we have the 
potential ability to conquer these difficulties. Japan has changed too much. now is the time 
for ourselves to change and I believe “Yes, we can”.
(Comment M-2) 内容的には申し分ありません。残りの問題は、この文章を米国と日本の比
較しながら、最後は同胞の日本人に何を記憶にとどめてもらうかを考え、文章を見直すことで
す。英語自体は今のままでも100％理解されます。でもインパクトが弱いのです。鍵はより適切
な名詞と動詞であるように感じます。もう少しです。最後の努力をお願いします。もちろん、
私も先生と同じように努力します。
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(Draft M-3) Revision 2
“Yes, we can” becomes the best-known English phrase in Japan. With this phrase, Barack 
obama addressed the nation and encouraged the citizens; with good old American spirit, they 
will surely overcome serious problems and remake America.
We Japanese are also facing many problems; some are similar to Americas’, others are 
specific to Japan. To solve them, we also must regain good old Japanese spirit. With this faith, 
we will be able to confront our present difficult situation. We should recover our sound and 
beautiful mind of Japan. now is the time to take actions with the phrase “Yes, we can”.
(Comment M-3) 随所に工夫が見られる修正文です。しかも100語以内で完成していただけま
した。ただし、“Yes, we can.”が今一つ生かされていません。よって今一つのインパクト
です。英語としてはsome are similar to Americasではないと思います。Some are similar to 
those of America.でしょう。
(Kimura’s Reformulation)
“Yes, we can” is now a popular phrase in Japan. That comes from U.S. President Barack 
obama’s victory speech.
Mr. obama admitted he and his fellow Americans were in great difficulty because of the 
subprime loan problem, but he did not say such a challenge would deprive Americans of the 
courage to face the reality. he still believed in the ideal of the founding fathers of America.
Many Japanese feel they are also in a great difficulty, but some may doubt those Japanese 
can survive it. That is why Japanese want to join Mr. obama in saying, “Yes, we can”.
(Bowyer’s Reformulation)
“Yes, we can” has become the best-known English phrase in Japan. With this phrase, 
Barack obama addressed the nation and encouraged its citizens. With a rekindling of the 
good old American spirit, they will surely overcome their serious problems and remake 
America.
We Japanese are also facing many problems, some of which are similar to those in 
America, others are specific to Japan. To solve our problems, we also must regain the good 
old Japanese spirit. With this inspiration, we will be able to confront our present difficult situ-
ation. We will be able to recover the sound and beautiful mind of Japan.
now is the time to take action by using the phrase “Yes, we can”.
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